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APRIL – MAY 2022 

Our Core Mission is: 
To worship God 
In a mutually supportive fellowship 
and, in the power of the spirit to 
develop our faith & to bring others to 
know & love Jesus Christ as our Lord 
& Saviour 
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St Johns Hill United Reformed Church 
St Johns Road,  
Sevenoaks,  
TN13 3LW 
 
 
Telephone No  07502132896 
 
Email address sjhsevenoaksurc@gmail.com 
 
Web address  www.sjhsevenoaksurc.org.uk   
 
Minister:   Rev. Angela Rigby 
 
Email address sjhminister@gmail.com  
 
Secretary   Jenny Avery 
 
Bookings   Clive Avery 
 
 
Playtime (Wednesday mornings during term time) 
Sunday Club for children aged 0 – 16 
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We have resumed Services at St Johns Hill at 

10.30 am, which will be subject to Government regulations 
and guidance.  Services can still be followed on the St. 
Johns Hill URC YouTube channel for those who wish to 

continue worshipping from home 
For full details of forthcoming services please refer to 

emails from the Church Secretary 

 

Tuesday – ‘Praying at Home’.  Diana will send an email with 
prayer thoughts. 

Thursday – 7:30pm on Zoom for ‘Coffee and Chat’ discussion 
group - Meeting ID: 660 593 603 

Contact an Elder for details on how to be involved. 
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CHURCH SERVICES 
 
 

APRIL 
 
3rd   April  10.30am  Rev. Angela Rigby  
  
10th April 10.30am Palm Sunday Graham Browitt 
 
15th April   Good Friday  
      
17th April   9.15am Easter Communion Rev. Angela Rigby 
  10.30am Easter Sunday Rev. Angela Rigby 
 
24th April 10.30am   Gary Bradford  
    
 

MAY 
 
 
1st May 10.30am    Rev. Angela Rigby 
  
8th May 10.30am    Albert & Elizabeth Wood 
      
15th May 10.30am  Communion  Albert & Elizabeth Wood 
 
22nd May 10.30am    TBC 
 
29th May 10.30am   Rev. Vic Webb 
 

 
****** 

  
5th June 10.30am    Rev. Angela Rigby  
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Before we celebrate again the resurrected life of Jesus, each year we 
remember the events of the week before his death.  We remember 
Jesus’s last-minute teachings, the protests of the establishment, the 
confusion of the crowds, the love that turned to shouts of ‘crucify’, 
the oppressive occupying force of the Roman Empire, a traditional 
family meal in an upper room, the lonely prayers in a garden, 
political collusion, police brutality, an unjust farce of a trial, and 
death by the Roman Empire’s more cruel version of a hangman’s 
noose.  The stone was put in position, and the tomb sealed. 
 
Now read Luke 24, but only read verses 1-11.  Some sources of 
manuscript do not have verse 12.  Can you imagine living through the 
events I have just described and not knowing it would all work out 
alright in the end?  Can you imagine not knowing the amazement of 
Peter who was suddenly starting to believe that maybe there was 
still hope to be found? 
 
Now keep reading.  There you see – hope is to be found. 
As I type this, UNICEF estimates that every minute 90 children have 
fled war in Ukraine.  4 million people have had left Ukraine, with 
many inside the country not living in their homes or towns.  The city 
of Mariupol is in what looks like a hopeless situation, with 
humanitarian corridors promised and then suddenly denied.  Peace 
talks happen, and each time they sit down somewhere, we feel 
hope, until it is dashed again. 
 
The story of Easter – among many things – tells us also to keep 
looking for the hope.  Christ is there.  Christ is not dead, but very 
much alive.  Christ is walking along the road with us.  Christ is 
cooking us fish on the shore.  Christ guides our fishing now, even 
when we are certain there is nothing left to catch.  Despite all the 
uncertainty of where our next meal might come from, Christ 
encourages us – “feed my lambs”. 
 



 
 

6	

Christ is on the road with the refugees.  Christ holds the children as 
they try to sleep.  Christ is with the people trapped in Mariupol, and 
Christ is at the negotiating tables.  Christ is with the countries taking 
in refugees and with the people doing what they can to help.  Christ 
is with you as you cry whilst watching the news. 
 
As Easter continues, we remember that Easter is not just one day but 
a whole lifetime of celebrating that Jesus is alive!  I pray you will 
encounter Jesus in these familiar stories in new way.  I pray that you 
grow and that your love for God and others deepens. 
 
May you and those you love be blessed this spring time with the 
hope of the living Christ. 
 
Rev Angela Rigby 
 
Maundy Thursday – Maurice Omorojie, URC minister in training, will 
lead “Maundy Thursday Reflections” starting at 7:30pm.  He will lead 
us through a guided meditation through scripture. 
 
Good Friday – CTSD will have an All-Age Worship service at St Luke’s 
Church of England Church in Sevenoaks at 10:00, followed by a Walk 
of Witness to town.  At 11:45, the walk will meet under the  
clock at Bligh’s for an act of worship.  In the evening, at St Nicholas’ 
Church in Sevenoaks, there will be “Good Friday Reflections” starting 
at 7pm. 
 
Easter Sunday – At St Johns Hill URC, we will have a morning 
communion service at 9:15am, followed by an Easter Celebration 
service at 10:30am.  All welcomed to either or both services.  You are 
invited to bring flowers on the day to help decorate the church.  
Flowers will be distributed after the service. 
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Bible Study - After Easter, home groups are being encouraged to 
study the book of Colossians.  I will lead a Bible study on Colossians 
on Wednesday 18th May, starting at 7:30pm at the church.  Albert 
and Elizabeth will be leading a Bible study on Titus Wednesday 22nd 
June. 
 
Induction of Elders – The elders will be inducted during the 
communion service on Sunday 15th May.  This is later than usual, as 
the April communion service also falls on Easter Sunday, and the 
next service Angela is at St Johns Hill is the Bank Holiday weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear friends, 
 
I want to thank everyone, from the bottom of my heart, for all the 
messages, love and prayers l have received lately.    
 
First, there was my 90th birthday, which was very special, and when l 
spent an amazing week in Spain with my lovely family. 
 
Then a week later l unexpectedly spent a not so pleasant time in 
hospital with covid! 
 
During both those experiences l was so aware of being wrapped in a 
blanket of God-given love and care.   
 
I’m now gradually getting back to enjoying my life at Rockdale, and 
hopefully able to enter into Church life again. 
 
With my sincerest thanks and every blessing to all our Church family, 
 
Janet. x 
 

THANK YOU 
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Sadly two members of our congregation, Brian Greenaway and 
Neville Bedford passed away in February.  Below are 
reflections on their lives. 
 
Brian Greenaway  
 

Brian had one regret. He wished he had retired earlier because 
wanted to build a wall. He wanted to leave a lasting legacy. He has, of 
course, built a lasting legacy in the love and values he has given his 
family. He has shared his Christian example with us through 
friendship and support, through the clarity of his thinking as an elder 
and the use of his professional skills in the shrewd stewardship of the 
church finances over so many years.  

 
Brian was a kind, generous man with a ready smile and a quiet 

wisdom, just the person to call upon when oil was needed for troubled 
waters. There was always a hint of mischief behind that smile as the 
stream of e-mail comments on the latest social and political antics of 
our leaders were passed on to us.  

 
The stories of his childhood, as a son of the cloth, are legendary. 

My favourite tells of sitting in the back pew of his father’s church in 
Lancaster. In those days everyone had their own place, and the back 
pew was reserved for the Minister’s wife and two sons. In the pew in 
front sat a man with a hat which he placed carefully beside him each 
week. On one occasion, whilst they stood to sing a hymn, Brian 
placed the hat just where he would sit. The hat was crushed. I don’t 
know what happened afterwards, but as with so many of his scrapes, 
he lived to tell the tale. 

 
Brian was a life-long Christian and served the Lord faithfully in 

this Church for over fifty years. There is an inscription on a memorial 
in Wadhurst Church which reads: ‘He left behind him the valuable 
character of a good man,’ and that is how we will remember him. 

 
Lionel 
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Neville Bedford 28th October 1931 – 12th February 2022 
 
Born the son of a Minister, Neville’s life was shaped by his faith.  
He had an elder brother and lived in Surbiton as a young boy 
and attended the County Grammar School. Later, moving to 
New Malden, he attended the Congregational Church. 
 
Neville had a deep sense of humour, was a keen sportsman, 
aspiring as a Bowls umpire at national level, and a loyal 
member of the Boys’ Brigade. In later years he was made an 
Honorary Vice President of the Brigade. 
 
He served in the RAF for his National Service and married his 
wife, Jean in 1953 and in 1960 moved to Purford where the 
family stayed for some 25 years and attending York Road 
Congregational Church. They were blessed with raising two 
children. 
 
Neville’s working life was with the Bank of England and was 
seconded to the Bank of Jordan for a while and also in West 
Kirby in the Wirral.  
 
Moving to Brenchley, in Kent when Jean became Headmistress 
of a nearby school, Neville transferred his membership to St 
John’s Hill URC in 1997, although Jean preferred the local 
activities of the village church in Brenchley.   
 
Neville supported and looked after Jean who developed 
Alzheimer’s, losing her in 2015.  Diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
Disease and finding travelling more difficult, Neville moved to a 
Care Home in Leamington Spa to be nearer his family. 
A generous, humble man, leading by example, we give thanks 
for Neville’s time sharing his sense of humour, love of life, 
wisdom, and faith with all he met. 
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Frugal Lunch 
 

 

Sunday 8th May 2022, 12.30pm 
 

St Luke’s Church, Eardley Road, Sevenoaks  
TN13 1XP  

 
Join us for a Christian Aid Frugal Lunch 

 

Peter Kettle, an experienced Christian Aid Volunteer,  
will be talking about this year’s focus for  

Christian Aid Week, 15-21 May. 
 

For the first time in a generation, 
global hunger and poverty are 
rising.  Covid-19, conflict, and the 
climate crisis are pushing 
vulnerable communities like 
Jessica's into a struggle for 
survival. 
 

Your gifts could help buy water taps for a community, and help build 
storerooms to store and preserve precious food. Your voice will join ours, 
and our global neighbours, to call for climate justice. Your prayers will 
provide strength and hope.  
 

Every gift. Every action. Every prayer.   
Every one of us can change lives. 

 

Come along and enjoy a basic lunch with new and old friends.  
 

There is no charge but we ask you to give as a donation the amount of money 
you would normally spend on Sunday lunch. 

 
It would be helpful to have an idea of how many are coming, so please email: 

Jean Day at day@kent2.co.uk to let us know.  Last minute decisions fine! 
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Jubilee Notice 

 
The Church will be holding a plant and 
garden produce “bring & swap” outreach 
event on Saturday 4th June to celebrate the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, from 10:00 to 
12:00. Refreshments will also be served; 
please come and enjoy. The elders will have 

a table, so if you have any excess seedlings, please bring them for 
exchange. If you think you could fill a whole table, or if you know any 
clubs or societies that may be interested in participating (irrespective 
of whether they are connected to the church or not), please let me 
know so I can ensure that there is enough space for all. – Elwyn: 
eljones@ieee.org 
 
 

Book Review 
 
Comfort in Uncertain Times 
By Rachel Turner, BRF, £8.99 

This book helps you to help your children learn to 
manage change. 

Uncertainty and change can be hard, and even 
more so for a child. Feelings of confusion, 
powerlessness and insecurity may be 
overwhelming. Scripture is full of people just like our children, who 
had to cope with uncertainty and transition.  Yet they flourished as 
they saw God’s hand and presence within it all. 

Designed as a series of stories and discussions for families, this book 
lays a biblical foundation for who God is in uncertain times and how 
to stay connected to Him 



 
 

14	

 

 
Kiryandongo update 

 
“Cast your bread upon the waters … for you 
know not what disaster may happen on earth” 
says Ecclesiastes 11.1-2 (English Standard 
Version, Anglicized) – This may refer not only to 
investments where the return is financial; but 
also where the return could be good-will, or 
societal benefit. 
 
Being a refugee in Uganda is not easy. They are 
lent some land, a tent, seeds, tools, and left to 
get in with it, to feed themselves, and earn what 
you can from the excess. But farming, as 
anywhere, is a constant battle against plagues 
and pestilence; and crops do fail. Fortunately 
the UNHCR and the World Food Programme are 
there to step in times of failure. But, as with 
much of Africa, they buy their grain from Russia and Ukraine, with the 
war in Ukraine, those crops may not be planted this year; so starvation 
in Africa is foreseeable. The time could never be more desperate for a 
successful harvest in Africa. 
 
Some friends, family, and good people of Sevenoaks helped raise £700 
for the Global Refugee Initiative in Uganda. This was not enough to dig 
the well as planned, but it was half what was needed to drill a 
borehole. So, with a temporary loan from their building fund, they set 
to work: An 8-inch diameter borehole was drilled, striking water at 7.5 
meters, and continued to 17.8 meters so as to ensure a reserve during 
the dry season. 
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The borehole was 
sanitarily sealed, 
finished, and 
topped with a 
hand-pump. - In 
this picture you can 
see the finished 
system and the 
farm manager, 
Richard, trying out 
the water. 
 
I like the way the 

excess water is channelled to the land where it could potentially feed 
a future irrigation ditch. 
 
Finally, we have a picture of one of the 
refugees watering her crop. This is just a 
start, we have to repay the loan from the 
building fund; then want to get on with the 
design of a Solar Irrigation system. 
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Prayers across Europe for peace in Ukraine 

The Bishop in Europe, Bishop Robert Innes, writes:   

“Our little church in Kyiv are right at the centre of this crisis,” he 
explained. “Some of them have fled the city by car, others are still 
there. These are our people, our brothers and sisters, and of course 
we are very concerned for their wellbeing and safety. 

“In the face of military action and aggression, we feel powerless. 
What can we do? One thing that we can all do is pray.” 

“The situation in Ukraine is very deeply troubling. President Putin is 
leading a completely unjustified and aggressive war against Ukraine, 
a war which many ordinary Russians deeply deplore. 

Leaders from many Christian churches, including the Ukrainian 
Orthodox (Russian Patriarchate) Church have condemned the 
invasion of Ukraine. Our hearts cry out for justice and peace. We are 
most especially concerned for the wellbeing of those in Ukraine who 
are directly affected by the war. 

This includes particularly the members of our own congregation of 
Christ Church, Kyiv. The Churchwarden there, Christina, messaged us 
this morning saying: ‘Please pray for us as we are standing here for 
our land and for our roots.  The battle for Kyiv has begun; it is fierce 
and intensive. Pray for us.’ 

In the face of military action, we can easily feel powerless and 
fearful. But one thing we can do is pray. We can pray in solidarity 
with those most affected. We can pray that God will yet overrule in 
the hearts and minds of those with power and authority. We can 
pray that the victims will be few and that the innocent will be 
protected. We can pray that peace will come through justice and not 
through the infliction of the will of a stronger party on a weaker. 
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What a hoot 

One evening a bird-loving vicar strolled over to his huge country 
churchyard, and just for fun, hooted softly, like an owl. To his delight, 
an owl hooted softly back. The next night the same thing happened, 
and again, the night after that. Soon it became a regular habit, and 
every night for the following year, no matter what the weather, the 
vicar would go to the churchyard and hoot back and forth with his 
feathered friend. The hoots became longer and more complicated, 
and the vicar kept a careful log of the ‘conversation’. 

Just as he thought he was on the verge of a real breakthrough in 
interspecies communication, his wife had a chat with the neighbour 
who lived in a big house and garden next door to the church. “My 
husband comes here each night,” she said, to “hoot to the owl in the 
churchyard.” “That’s odd,” the neighbour replied, “so does my 
husband.” 

********* 

Blood Donor Sessions  
 
Wednesday 20th April 
 
 
If you would like further information on any of the following, please 
phone the church office.  We will keep you informed via the Church 
Magazine of when the groups start up again following the Covid 
closure.	
	
Afternoon	Fellowship	(First	and	Third	Mondays)	

Family	Men!	(Second	Saturday	mornings)		

House	groups	
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Light	Lunch	(First	and	Third	Mondays)	

Middlings	Group	(For	those	in	the	middle	age	group)	

SALT	(Senior	Afternoon	Ladies	Together.	(normally			

second	Thursday	afternoon)	

Playtime	(Wednesday	mornings	during	school	term	time)	

	
Youth	activities:	

Sevenoaks	Campaigners	(Mondays)	
Rainbows	(Mondays)	
Eagles	(Thursdays)	
Girl	Guides	(Fridays)	

 
 
If you would like us to pray for you, or for someone you know, please 
leave a message on our phone, or email us at sjhsevenoaksurc@gmail.com 
or by post to the address on page 2. 
 
You can pray to God, anytime, anywhere, and in your own words – He is 
listening. 
 
 
Any material for the June/July edition of the Church Magazine should 
reach me by the 26th May either by email to jpbrowitt@sky.com, by 
hand or via the church office. 
 
If you would like your copy e-mailed to you, please send your e-mail 
address to sjhsevenoaksurc@gmail.com and all future issues will be 
sent to you in this way. 
 
Large print copies of this magazine are available on request. 
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